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Brexit negotiators ended 2017 relieved that the 
first part of the EU/UK deal was done, but 
there is now a feeling that there is lot of work 
to do before a full Brexit is finalised and little 
time left before Brexit Day in March next year. 
 Food and farming organisations have 
welcomed the news of the first-phase deal, but 
have called for more clarity as to how a 
transitional period after March 2019 will look 
to allow businesses to plan.  

Brexit Food & Farming is urging both 
negotiating sides to develop a deal that is in 
the long-term interests of the UK and EU and 
not to rush into a deal just to meet a timetable. 
If more time is needed, it should be taken.  

The Brexit Food & Farming Index was 
at 100 in October – the same level as it was in 
June 2016, the month of the EU referendum 
when the Index began. The October figure is 
down from 101.5 in September. A small 
increase in price and strong animal feed 
production were not enough to 
counterbalance increasing costs, lower 
livestock production and a widening UK food 
trade deficit.  

The Index compares latest farm 
economic performance with June 2016 (the 
referendum date) and consists of key price, 
cost, production and trade components, and 
posts a positive score for higher prices and 
production and a reduced trade deficit, but a 
negative score for rising costs. 
 

Your Brexit Food & Farming views 
We welcome your views on Brexit Food & 
Farming and want you to help us shape the 
monthly publication. 
 

Cedric Porter, Editor 
cedric@supplyintelligence.co.uk 
+44 1892 543444 
+44 7881 956446 

+44 7881 956446 

 
 

In the full January Brexit Food & Farming: 
● Brexit View 
Getting a Brexit deal right is worth breaking deadlines. 
● Brexit Talks  
Full details of the first-phase Brexit deal covering the 
‘divorce’ bill, citizens’ rights, the role of the ECJ in a Brexit 
transition and the future of Irish/UK relations. 
● Brexit Policy  
Michael Gove promises to protect UK animal welfare and 
food safety rules in any future trade deals and hints at 
supporting farming in the hills beyond 2022 
● Brexit Opinion  
Most food and farming organisations have welcomed the 
first-phase deal, but are seeking clarity on post-Brexit 
arrangements for businesses as soon as possible.  
● Brexit indicators  
Crop prices continue to slide, but livestock values are 
holding steady as output shrinks. The UK’s food trade 
deficit continues to reach record levels. 

Brexit negotiators seek to reboot talks fast 
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Brexit summary 
A roundup of latest food and farming Brexit developments 

● The first-phase Brexit deal covers the UK’s ‘divorce bill;’ the rights of EU and UK citizens after Brexit; the 
role of the European Court of Justice in a Brexit transition period and guarantees on the relationship 
between Ireland, Northern Ireland, the rest of the UK and the rest of the EU after Brexit.  

● MPs will have more say on the timing and content of the UK’s final deal to leave the EU than the UK 
Government wanted, following Parliament’s debate on the EU Withdrawal Bill.  

● Defra Secretary Michael Gove has told a Parliamentary Committee that the UK Government is not 
prepared to compromise on animal welfare and food safety to win post-Brexit trade deals. He also 
envisaged the continuation of direct farm support for farmers farming in the most vulnerable locations, 
including those in the hills.  

● The Brexit department has published details of the rights of EU and UK citizens after Brexit.  
● The UK Governments analysis of the impact of Brexit on 39 industries (including agriculture and food) has 

been criticised for delivering very little insight. Meanwhile, a Business Parliamentary committee has said 
that a ‘no-deal’ Brexit would cause significant harm to the food industry and increase food prices for 
consumers.  

● The Scottish Government has said that it will publish an alternative to the UK EU Withdrawal Bill if it 
believes that Scottish interest have not been protected enough.  

● The Welsh Government has published six proposals to protect funding post-Brexit.  
● The Irish Government has welcomed the first-phase of the UK/EU Brexit deal, but said there is still more 

work to be done to ensure that Ireland does not unduly suffer from Brexit.  
● A trade agreement, that includes beef and cheese exports, has been done between the EU and Japan. 

There are new Common Agricultural policy rules and tools designed to simplify support from 1 January 
2018. Meanwhile, the EU paints a subdued picture for farm prices and sales in the next 12 years.  

● The NFU has welcomed the first-phase deal, but asked for clarity as soon as possible as to how a post-
Brexit transition phase might work to give time for farmers to prepare for the change.  

● Ulster and Irish farming organisations also welcomed the deal, but the Scottish NFU said that it should not 
penalise Scottish farmers and businesses, while attempting to protect Irish and Ulster ones.  

● The Food and Drink Federation and British Retail Consortium gave a cautious welcome to the first-phase 
deal, while calling for swift and decisive talks with more clarity on the direction of travel in the next 
phase. The British Retail Consortium has made an assessment of where the UK needs to strike replica 
trade deals with countries where trade is currently covered by the EU. Turkey and Iceland are top of the 
list.  

● The CBI has said that the UK must replicate or stay members of EU bodies such as the European Food 
Safety Authority if it is to not lose trade.  

● A new British Agriculture Policy must not make small and family farms unviable, according to the 
Landworker’s Alliance, which claims that the 2003 CAP reforms led to 35,000 farms ceasing production.  

● UK livestock production continues to come under pressure, but that has not stopped animal feed 
production reaching record levels. The post-Brexit boost in cereal prices appears to be over, although 
continues for livestock. Meanwhile, food imports and exports continue at record levels.  

 

 

BE FIRST WITH THE LATEST ESSENTIAL NEWS, VIEWS AND ANALYSIS ON HOW BREXIT IS AFFECTING THE FOOD & FARMING 
INDUSTRIES. 12 HIGH VALUE BREXIT FOOD & FARMING BRIEFINGS A YEAR. 

 
SPECIAL SUBSCRIPTION RATE FOR IAGRM MEMBERS OF JUST £100 A YEAR + VAT. SPECIAL COMPANY SUBSCRIPTION RATE 

OF £500 + VAT A YEAR. 
CONTACT BREXIT FOOD & FARMING NOW FOR A FREE FIRST ISSUE TRIAL. 

EMAIL cedric@supplyintelligence.co.uk 
SEE www.brexitfoodandfarming.com TO DOWNLOAD A PAST ISSUE 

OR CALL 01892 543444 

mailto:cedric@supplyintelligence.co.uk
http://www.brexitfoodandfarming.com/
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Days since referendum vote: 557.   Days to Brexit Day: 452. 
Days to end of possible transition: 1,743-1,833   (To & from 1 January 2018) 

 

Brexit view 
Time must be taken to get a good deal for the UK and EU 
After a last minute hiccup, a deal on the first phase of Brexit was done by the EU and UK. This allows the 
negotiations to move onto the next phase covering post-Brexit arrangements.  
 

As our Brexit countdown above shows, we are now more than 100 days closer to the proposed Brexit Day on 29 
March 2019 than we are to the Brexit referendum on 23 June 2016. The timetable for the next phase of talks is 
very tight. Both sides would like to have an agreement by the end of this year to allow time for approval by all the 
relevant parties. But there will be concerns that a deal will not be done in time.  
 

It is important that a deal is well thought-through and not rushed to meet a looming deadline. What is agreed will 
have implications for decades to come, and if done well, could help both the UK and EU thrive. But a botched deal 
would mean that both sides could miss out on opportunities from an expanding UK and global market. At Brexit 
Food & Farming we have the following New Year’s wishlist for the upcoming talks: 
 

Trade and customs 
The UK cannot stay in the EU’s single market, trade and customs union because it wants to breakout of the EU’s 
commitment to free movement of EU citizens, so it must negotiate a new kind of deal. Much has been spoken 
about Swiss or Canadian-type deals, but they too do not appear to fit the bill. The UK’s position as a major 
importer of goods, including food, does give it some strength in negotiations, but it has to remember that, if 
pushed, the EU could survive without free access to the UK market, although it would be difficult for some 
countries, including Ireland. 
 

The best deal for both sides would appear to be one that uses technology to track and log the trade of goods, 
allowing freedom of movement of those goods without tariffs or duties. There will be hurdles to such a plan – the 
technology and systems will definitely not be ready by March 2019 and maybe not ready by the beginning of 
2021, when the Brexit transition period is expected to end. Such a widescale tracking system could be replicated 
and used across the EU to monitor movements of goods across the union, as well as in and out of it.  
 

Labour  
The free movement of labour was a key issue on the Brexit referndum. The UK’s decision to leave the EU may 
have reduced EU immigration and prompted EU citizens to return home, but the UK Government is still not 
meeting its unrealistic target of reducing net immigration to below 100,000 a year. UK unemployment is near an 
all-time low and the population of the country continues to grow at 0.7% a year, a rate it has been at for much of 
the last 30 years.  
 

The UK Government must realise that if it is to maintain its economy there needs to be easy access to skilled 
overseas labour for jobs at all payscales. A new labour access scheme that allows the supply of EU workers based 
on the demand for them is essential. Again, technology can help by matching employers with employees, 
ensuring that those entering the UK for work can be accounted for and monitored. This, too, is a system that 
could be replicated within the EU and used by EU countries requiring labour from outside the union. 
 

Regulation  
A system of equivalence of animal health and welfare, food safety, chemical, genetic and technology regulation 
must evolve after a period of post-Brexit transition. This would allow the UK and EU to trade freely with each 
other. However, that system should be flexible enough to allow both the UK and EU to develop and adopt new 
systems that could be of benefit to them both. 
 

Cedric Porter, Editor, Brexit Food & Farming 
 


