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Brexit rhetoric ramped up another gear in 
September and early October, with 
undiplomatic language used on all sides. We are 
in the strange situation where it is easier to 
predict what will happen in six years, than six 
days, six weeks or six months-time. The 
possibility of a No-Deal Brexit has increased 
over the month and the Government’s latest 
Brexit No-Deal planning notices show how 
disruptive a ‘real’ No-Deal would be, with 
restrictions on trade and a lack of appropriate 
systems and regulations to cover the production 
and selling of a large number of key food and 
farming products.  
 The full impact of a disruptive No-Deal 
Brexit will be worrying EU and UK negotiators 
behind closed doors and it is still likely that such 
an outcome can be avoided. However, it would 
be wise for businesses who would be impacted 
by a No-Deal Brexit to plan for it.  

The latest Brexit Food & Farming Index 
for July was supported by higher prices for farm 
products. The index was at 102.4 for the month, 
with costs continuing to rise, UK production of 
most commodities down and the UK food trade 
deficit widening. The Index compares latest 
farm economic performance with June 2016 
(the referendum date) and consists of key price, 
cost, production and trade components, and 
posts a positive score for higher prices and 
production and a reduced trade deficit, but a 
negative score for rising costs. 

Your Brexit Food & Farming views 
We welcome your views on Brexit and on Brexit 
Food & Farming to help us shape the monthly 
publication as the real business of the UK 
leaving the EU gets more serious. 
Cedric Porter, Editor 
cedric@supplyintelligence.co.uk 
+44 1892 543444 

+44 1892 543444 
+44 1892 543444 
 

In the full October Brexit Food & Farming: 
● Brexit Summary.  
A roundup of latest Brexit developments 
● Brexit Negotiations.  
The rhetoric increases as deal deadline nears 
● No-Deal Brexit.  
Major disruption to food trade in event of No-Deal 
● Agriculture Bill 
Details of and reaction to new UK farm policy 
● Migration & Labour  
Post-Brexit policy will focus on skilled workers 

• Brexit Policy  
The latest from the UK, EU & beyond 
● Brexit Opinion  
Food and farming organisation have their say 
● Brexit Price, Production & Trade  
Key food and farming indicators 
● Brexit Economy  
The impact of the wider economy on food & farming 

Rhetoric rises as threat of No-Deal looms larger 

A SPECIAL SUMMARY FOR IAgrM MEMBERS – FOR DEALS ON FULL SUBSCRIPTIONS SEE PAGE 2 
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Brexit summary 
A roundup of latest food and farming Brexit developments 

● The EU and UK talk tough in final days before a Brexit deal is brokered.  
● Membership of a Single Market & Customs Union part of the Labour Party’s six tests of support for any 

deal.  
● The massive impact of a true No-Deal Brexit on food and farming sectors is revealed in the Government’s 

latest No-Deal Technical Notices.  
● A Minister of Food Supplies has been appointed to ensure the free flow of food during and after Brexit.  
● Brexiteers set out Brexit alternatives, but get little support from outsiders.  
● Defra sets out its Agriculture Bill, defining what constitutes a public good; saying that farm support will be 

largely unchanged until 2021 when there will be a seven-year transition period when direct payments will 
be gradually withdrawn. 

● Food and farming organisations have expressed their concern that the Agriculture Bill does not commit 
enough support to making British farmers more competitive.  

● The Government will not favour migration from EU countries after Brexit and the focus will be on giving 
access to skilled workers from around the world, although a new Seasonal Agricultural Workers scheme is 
being piloted. The plan has been criticised by retailers who want an immigration policy based on economic 
demand not quotas.  

● Defra Secretary Michael Gove has said a Food Strategy will be published after Brexit.  
● A trade taskforce of business leaders has been appointed to support the Government’s foreign trade 

promotion efforts.  
● A facilitated customs arrangement that tracks and monitors trade would cost the UK £700 million a year, a 

Parliamentary Committee estimates, saying that is a lot less than the £18 billion cost of a No-Deal Brexit.  
● The Scottish Government is campaigning for more food safety powers to be transferred to Scotland after 

Brexit.  
● The Welsh Government has welcomed the powers the new UK Agriculture Bill will give them.  
● Ireland is looking to increase global exports as a way of minimising the impact of Brexit on its largest market, 

the UK.  
● The EC has had talks with South American beef producers about giving more access in the EU market. EU 

farm groups fear that it could lead to the import of lower standard and priced product.  
● A successor to the NAFTA trade deal has been agreed by the US, Mexico & Canada.  
● Farming unions are calling for more Government support for farmers affected by the drought.  
● The milling and malting sectors are likely to be impacted significantly by Brexit even if there is a trade 

agreement with the EU, according to an AHDB-commissioned a report.  
● Farm-gate crop prices are at a post-Brexit vote high as the weak pound and drought impacts on supply of 

UK produce. 
● UK production of key crop and livestock products is slipping as a result of the drought.  
● Annual export and import figures were at an all-time high in July, driven by the weak pound.  
● UK Inflation is rising again, with higher food and oil prices set to drive it higher still.  

 
 

 

 

BE FIRST WITH THE LATEST ESSENTIAL NEWS, VIEWS AND ANALYSIS ON HOW BREXIT IS AFFECTING THE FOOD & FARMING 
INDUSTRIES. 12 HIGH VALUE BREXIT FOOD & FARMING BRIEFINGS A YEAR. 

SPECIAL SUBSCRIPTION RATE FOR IAGRM MEMBERS OF JUST £100 A YEAR + VAT. SPECIAL COMPANY SUBSCRIPTION RATE 
OF £500 + VAT A YEAR. 

CONTACT BREXIT FOOD & FARMING NOW FOR A FREE FIRST ISSUE TRIAL. 
EMAIL cedric@supplyintelligence.co.uk 

SEE www.brexitfoodandfarming.com TO DOWNLOAD A PAST ISSUE 
OR CALL 01892 543444 

mailto:cedric@supplyintelligence.co.uk
http://www.brexitfoodandfarming.com/
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Days since referendum vote: 831. Days to Brexit Day:180. 
Days to end of proposed transition: 824 (To & from 1 October 2018) 

 

Brexit negotiations 
The EU and UK have agreed to extend talks beyond the original deadline of 18 October to the first week of 
November as the negotiations are ramped up in the hope of agreement. There is more clarity on what the 
agreement will not look like rather than what it will. At the Salzburg Summit on 19 and 20 September, Prime 
Minister Theresa May was told bluntly that her Chequers’ Plan for a ‘common rulebook’ and the UK becoming a 
customs agent for EU imports entering the UK ‘will not work’ by European Council President Donald Tusk. The EU 
was also not satisfied with UK proposals to keep trade across the Irish border free and frictionless. It should not 
have come as a surprise to the British side as the EU’s chief Brexit negotiator Michel Barnier had said something 
similar days after Mrs May shared her plan in July. 
 

There were signs that key EU figures were prepared to soften the approach to talks, with Dutch Prime Minister 
Mark Rutte telling Bloomberg that the breakdown in talks at Salzburg had been an ‘accident’ and there is still time 
to bring the two sides back together and get an agreement. 
 

At the Conservative Party Conference, Brexit Secretary Dominic Raab said that it was time the EU ‘got real’ and 
reached a deal, that the UK would not be bullied into signing a ‘one-sided agreement’ and that the UK would rather 
have a No-Deal than a bad deal. He dismissed ‘lurid predictions from the prophets of doom’ about a No-Deal about 
planes being grounded and ports blocked. 
 

Prime Minister Theresa May said in her conference speech that if the UK holds its nerve in the Brexit negotiations 
then it will get the deal it deserves. She said that ruling out a No-Deal Brexit makes no sense as it would hand all 
the power to the EU and either result in a Brexit in name only with the UK not free to control movement of people 
or do its own trade deals or a deal which effectively carved off Northern Ireland from the UK. She also opposed calls 
for a People’s Vote as it would effectively by politicians telling voters they had got it wrong in the first place and 
should try again. 
 

Interestingly, there was no direct reference to her Chequers Plan, with the term Free Trade Deal being used instead, 
which was seen as an indication that she might be rolling back from its commitments. T 
 

The next key date in the Brexit negotiations is the European Council of European Union leaders. All 28 leaders will 
discuss migration and internal security and then PM Mrs May will leave the group to allow the remaining 27 leaders 
to discuss Brexit progress. Referring to the meeting European Council President Donald Tusk said: “In October we 
expect maximum progress and results in the Brexit talks. Then we will decide whether conditions are there to call 
an extraordinary summit in November to finalise and formalise the deal.” 
 

Labour’s six Brexit tests 
Any deal will have to be approved by the UK Parliament. The Labour opposition party has said that it will not support 
the Government unless any agreement passes its six Brexit tests. They are: 

1. Does it ensure a strong and collaborative future relationship with the EU? 
2. Does it deliver the "exact same benefits" as we currently have as members of the Single Market and 

Customs Union? 
3. Does it ensure the fair management of migration in the interests of the economy and communities? 
4. Does it defend rights and protections and prevent a race to the bottom? 
5. Does it protect national security and our capacity to tackle cross-border crime? 
6. Does it deliver for all regions and nations of the UK? 

Both the Labour leader Jeremy Corbyn  and Shadow Brexit Secretary Sir Kier Starmer did not expect Mrs May’s 
agreement to meet all those tests and is preparing for a possible General Election if Parliament votes against the 
agreement. There is also increasing support in the Labour Party for another public vote on the terms of the deal if 
Parliament cannot decide.  
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Brexit Food & Farming 
 

Brexit Food & Farming is compiled by Cedric Porter, managing director of Supply Intelligence Ltd. It provides food 
chain information and support for a range of clients. Cedric is also co-editor of World Potato Markets – 
www.worldpotatomarkets.com, a Trustee of Linking Environment And Farming (LEAF and a non-executive director 
of a Norfolk farming company. 
 
 
 

___________________________________________________________ 
 

ALL YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT HOW BREXIT IS IMPACTING 
ON THE FOOD & FARMING INDUSTRIES 

• Monthly political & market developments including unique Brexit Index 

• Brexit Barometer: An in-depth look at a hot Brexit topic 

• Brexit Watch: latest development in key Brexit areas 

• Brexit Policy: latest UK, Devolved countries, EU and world developments 

• Brexit Opinion: reactions from organisations, companies, institutes & individuals 

• Brexit Output: latest UK production of key food commodities 

• Brexit Price & Costs: prices and costs of major outputs and inputs 

• Brexit Trade: UK exports and imports of main food products 

• Brexit Economy: how Brexit is impacting on UK economic performance 
 

SECURE YOUR COPY OF BREXIT FOOD & FARMING TODAY 
Email cedric@supplyintelligence.co.uk, call 0044 1892 543444 or see 

www.brexitfoodandfarming.com 

Please send me more details  

Name:………………………………………………………………..............Company: .................................................................... 

Address: …………………………………………………………………………................................................................................ 

Country:……………………………………………………………………………Postcode/zipcode:…………………………………………........... 

Telephone:....................................................Email:............................................................................................. 
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