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Th The 29th March 2019 is likely to go down in 
history as the biggest damp squib of a date in 
British history. Millions of pounds were spent 
preparing for Brexit Day, but it is still to happen 
with no-one knowing when it will or even if it will 
happen.  
 Businesses are now seeking some sort of 
certainty, but they need to be planning for a Brexit 
which could happen as early as 12 April, but could 
be on 22 May or even a year off. That will lead to 
further costs and delayed investments.  
 In this issue of Brexit Food & Farming we 
look at the latest Brexit planning measures by the 
UK and EU. Most of them relate to a no-deal Brexit, 
which is still a prospect if no agreement or 
extension can be made. The planning also gives a 
taste of what life might be like when the UK finally 
leaves the European Union. 

The latest Brexit Food & Farming Index for 
January was down again as output prices fell, along 
with reduced wheat milling and a widening food 
trade deficit. More positively, lower input prices 
(including fuel) were seen during the month.  

The Brexit Food & Farming Index compares latest farm economic performance with June 2016 (the 
referendum date) and consists of key price, cost, production and trade components, posting a positive score for higher 
prices and production and a reduced trade deficit, but a negative score for rising costs. 
 

Your Brexit Food & Farming views 
We welcome your views on Brexit and on Brexit Food & Farming. 
 
Cedric Porter, Editor 
cedric@supplyintelligence.co.uk 
+44 1892 543444 

+44 7881 956446 

 

 

Are we leaving on April 12 or May 22 or another date? 
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Brexit Food & Farming Index (June 2016 = 100). 
Data sources: Defra/HMRC
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Brexit summary 
A roundup of latest food and farming Brexit developments 

● A cross-party approach is seen as the final roll of the dice to get a Brexit deal done.  
● The UK has announced the tariffs it would impose in the event of a no-deal Brexit. Tariffs on many meat and 

dairy products would be imposed but there would be no duties on cereals, potatoes or horticultural products. 
The EU would impose tariffs on all goods which attract a WTO duty, which could hit UK exports.    

● The EU has said that the lack of a withdrawal agreement from the EU, would mean that UK fresh potatoes and 
seed potatoes would not be able to be exported from the UK to the EU in a no-deal Brexit.  

● The UK and EU countries continue to prepare for a no-deal Brexit by recruiting more customs staff and putting 
customs infrastructure in place.  

● The UK’s no-deal planning information can be found at this website: https://www.gov.uk/prepare-business-
uk-leaving-eu 

● The EU has published links to Brexit planning websites in all 27 remaining countries. It can be found here: 
https://ec.europa.eu/info/brexit/brexit-preparedness/national-brexit-information-member-states_en  

● There has been no Parliamentary progress on the UK’s new Agriculture and Fisheries Bill over the last month, 
although the Fisheries Bill is expected to undertake its next stage first.  

● The UK would have to put an interim environmental body in place in the event of a no-deal Brexit, Defra 
Secretary Michael Gove has said.  

● A pilot seasonal agricultural workers scheme has been launched by Defra.  
● The UK has signed rollover agreements with a number of Caribbean and Pacific countries, but more than 50 

agreements currently covered by the UK’s membership of the EU could still lapse after Brexit.  
● There is uncertainty as to how food standards would be maintained after Brexit, according to a Parliamentary 

committee.  
● Another committee suggests that the UK will need to have a much bigger diplomatic presence in Brussels after 

Brexit than now as the country seeks to promote and represent itself.  
● The Scottish Government has launched a discussion paper on the future of fishing in the country. It wants 

greater powers for Edinburgh to ensure that its needs are represented in the context of the UK.  
● Simultaneous sittings of the Scottish and Welsh Parliaments voted overwhelmingly against a no-deal Brexit.  
● The Welsh Government has launched a consultation on environmental protection and governance.  
● The Irish Government has stepped up its Brexit planning and support for farmers with extra funding from the 

UK and a dedicated agricultural helpline.  
● The European Parliament approved legislation which will ban 16 unfair trading practices against farmers.  
● UK farmgate prices continue to come under pressure, driven by lower livestock values. However, costs have 

edged down.  
● The UK’s food trade deficit continues to widen to record levels.  

 

 

 
 

BE FIRST WITH THE LATEST ESSENTIAL NEWS, VIEWS AND ANALYSIS ON HOW BREXIT IS AFFECTING THE FOOD & FARMING 
INDUSTRIES. 12 HIGH VALUE BREXIT FOOD & FARMING BRIEFINGS A YEAR. 

SPECIAL SUBSCRIPTION RATE FOR IAGRM MEMBERS OF JUST £100 A YEAR + VAT. SPECIAL COMPANY SUBSCRIPTION RATE 
OF £500 + VAT A YEAR. 

CONTACT BREXIT FOOD & FARMING NOW FOR A FREE FIRST ISSUE TRIAL. 
EMAIL cedric@supplyintelligence.co.uk 

SEE www.brexitfoodandfarming.com TO DOWNLOAD A PAST ISSUE 
OR CALL 01892 543444 
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Days since referendum vote: 1,012. Days since original proposed Brexit Day: 3.  
Days to Brexit Day: ? (Dates to and from 1 April 2019) 

 

Brexit update 
The Brexit deadline has been bumped forward to 12 April as the UK Government could not get agreement on its deal 
and no new arrangements emerged from a series of Parliamentary votes. If no agreement or extension is made by 
12 April then the UK will leave the EU without a deal. However, it looks as though efforts are being made by both the 
Government and MPs to prevent a no-deal.  
 

Prime Minister Theresa May has announced that she would ask the EU for a short extension to the Article 50 Brexit 
process as well as discuss ways forward with Labour opposition leader Jeremy Corbyn. This is likely to result in a 
proposal for a softer Brexit which could see the UK remain in at least parts of the customs union and single market. 
Both Mrs May and Mr Corbyn will be keen the arrangement will not require the UK to allow freedom of movement 
of EU citizens into the UK.  
 

Whatever is proposed by May and Corbyn will have to be approved by the EU before it can be put to the UK 
Parliament. The EU will not allow a plan which gives the UK the benefits of single market and customs union 
membership without the responsibility of allowing freedom of movement.  
 

Time is also running very short. An EU summit is due to be held on 10 April and it is possible that the UK Government 
will bring any plan it has agreed with the Labour Party to the summit for approval. MPs and Peers could then vote on 
an agreed deal on 11 April, with it becoming law on 12 April in the nick of time. The 12 April date is the last day that 
the UK has to announce whether it is taking part in European Elections to be held from 23 May. If more time was 
needed then the UK would have to take part in those elections, something the UK and EU is keen to avoid.  
 

The scurrying for a last minute deal follows the loss of three votes on the deal agreed between the UK Government 
and EU and the rejection of ideas from MPs in a series of indicative votes. The closest any of those came to being 
approved was a proposal to keep the EU in a customs union after Brexit. That could be similar to the deal that is 
thrashed out by May and Corbyn.  
 

Businesses will welcome cross-party moves to get a Brexit consensus, but some may question whether a Brexit 
which retains many of the elements of EU membership is either a real Brexit or is worth leaving for. The pound 
reacted to the news of a cross-party approach to a deal by jumping from €1.1615 at 2pm on April 2 to €1.1717 by 
7pm. It was a similar picture for the US dollar.  
 

The Food and Drink Federation said this after the announcement: “Livelihoods are at stake, jobs are on the line. Food 
and drink manufacturers are spending money, time and effort trying to plan under a cloud of perpetual uncertainty. 
A further extension to article 50 must be sufficient to allow for a new plan to emerge. Unless the Prime Minister can 
secure the speedy support of the leader of the opposition, another short extension would only prolong the misery 
for businesses and the country.” 
 

Brexit Food & Farming 
Brexit Food & Farming is compiled by Cedric Porter, managing director of Supply Intelligence Ltd. It provides 
food chain information and support for a range of clients. Cedric is also co-editor of World Potato Markets – 
www.worldpotatomarkets.com, a Trustee of Linking Environment And Farming (LEAF and a non-executive 
director of a Norfolk farming company. 

 

For more information Email cedric@supplyintelligence.co.uk, call 0044 1892 543444 or 
see www.brexitfoodandfarming.com 
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