
Meeting Schedule for Winter 2017/18 

 
All meetings will be held at 

Devon Hotel, Matford, Exeter, EX2 8XU 
7:30 pm for 8:00 pm Presentation  

(Teas & coffees served before the formal meeting) 

 

The theme for the season is: "Doing it well, doing it differently..." 
 

Monday 30th October 2017 - sponsored by Rural Business School  
The Speaker: Jean-Paul Garnier - Head of AHDB Exports 
JP has more than 35 years of experience in the meat sector having worked in many countries and across the meat 
supply chain. He heads meat exports for AHDB Pork and AHDB Beef and Lamb and is involved with the marketing of 
pork, processed pork products and co-products to more than 40 markets 
 

The Topic: Value Added Export, making the most of exports and how to do it well. 
 

Monday 27th November 2017 - sponsored by Lloyds Bank  
The Speaker: Richard Vines – Wild Beef & West Country Farm Shop 
In 1993, an ex-soldier and brewery executive, Richard Vines, found himself out of work. He took stock of what he 
had around him - 40 acres of wild Dartmoor pasture and a small herd of native cattle that he had established from 
scratch. Armed with business acumen and a love of nature, he decided to start a small farm producing beef. Richard 
developed a successful, ethically driven business. And Wild Beef was born. 
 

The Topic: Adding value for the London Markets, flying the ethical flag 
 

Monday 29th January 2018 - sponsored by Savills  
The Speaker: John Varley – Estates Director, Clinton Devon Estates 
John joined Clinton Devon Estates in 2000 after a very varied career in senior management with BT plc, mainly in the 
global and operations divisions. John’s current non-executive positions include Board Member of the Environment 
Agency and Natural England. John also chairs the Estates Business Group. John is a Fellow of the Royal Agricultural 
Societies and the Chartered Institute of Marketing.  He was appointed OBE in the 2016 New Year’s Honours List for 
services to agriculture, environment and the rural community. 
 

The Topic: Looking ahead: the pitfalls & the opportunities 
 

Monday 26th February 2018 - sponsored by Simpkins Edwards  
The Speaker: Barney Butterfield – Sandford Orchards 
Sandford Orchard was established in 2003 by Barney Butterfield, whose childhood love of apple trees and 
“scrumping” turned into a commercial business. The business was initially started in the parish of Sandford where 
Barney and his wife grew up, they have since moved to Lower Park farm a couple of miles away. The apples they 
press are still harvested locally from Sandford where the majority of their orchards are traditional large trees 
producing a variety of cider apples, some of the orchards have been saved from extinction. 
 

The Topic: "Doing it well, doing it differently..." 

                  


