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The UK Government’s united approach to Brexit 
lasted less than 48 hours and led to 
resignations, criticism from Brexiteers and 
Remainers and a very lukewarm welcome from 
the EU. However, at least there are now some 
proposals on the table as a basis for autumn 
negotiations between the UK and EU.  

If adopted, the proposals would allow 
for the continued free trade of agricultural 
produce between the EU and UK, with UK food 
production governed by similar regulations as 
EU production. That stance was largely 
welcomed by the food and farming industries, 
but they have expressed their concern that the 
prospect of a ‘no-deal’ Brexit that would put 
food trade at risk has never been greater. All will 
hope that the summer break will allow some 
time for reflection in London and Brussels on 
what a successful Brexit will look like and that 
reflection will lead to calm and considered talks 
in September. 

The latest Brexit Food & Farming Index 
has dipped a little, but prices are expected to 
increase in coming months as the UK and 
European drought bites.  

The Index compares latest farm 
economic performance with June 2016 (the 
referendum date) and consists of key price, 
cost, production and trade components, and 
posts a positive score for higher prices and 
production and a reduced trade deficit, but a 
negative score for rising costs. 
 

Your Brexit Food & Farming views 
We welcome your views on Brexit and on Brexit 
Food & Farming to help us shape the monthly 
publication as the real business of the UK 
leaving the EU gets more serious. 
 

Cedric Porter, Editor 
cedric@supplyintelligence.co.uk 

+44 1892 543444 
 

 
 

In the full August issue of Brexit Food & Farming: 
● Brexit Summary  
A roundup of latest Brexit developments 
● Brexit Policy  
Proposals fail to impress any key group.  
● Reaction to Brexit policy  
Food, farming and environmental groups react 
● World Trade  
UK preparations to go it alone continue 
● Brexit Policy  
Latest on UK & EU Government Brexit policy 

• Brexit Opinion  
Views from food and farming organisations 
● Brexit Prices & Output  
Price and production trends for crops and livestock 
● Brexit Trade  
Export and import performance 
● Brexit Economy  
Key indicators for the food & farming industry 

Summer gives a chance to cool the Brexit debate 

A SPECIAL SUMMARY FOR IAgrM MEMBERS – FOR DEALS ON FULL SUBSCRIPTIONS SEE PAGE 2 
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Brexit summary 
A roundup of latest food and farming Brexit developments 

● UK Brexit Policy Paper calls for a ‘common rulebook’ for agri-food goods to enable free UK/EU trade in 
return for harmonised regulations.  

● The policy paper provides a framework for negotiation, but satisfies few.  
● The UK applies to be a fully independent member of the World Trade Organisation, as the EU seeks closer 

trade ties with the USA and Japan  
● Defra has published its plans for a British fisheries policy, which would allow the UK to set catch quotas in 

negotiation with the EU. The fisheries bill was largely welcomed by the fishing industry, which had been 
disappointed at plans to remain in the EU’s CFP until 2021.  

● The UK’s Agriculture Bill was not brought to Parliament before the summer recess and is now expected in 
October, but an interim report is calling for a streamlining of farm regulations after Brexit.  

● The new Brexit Secretary Dominic Raab has said that plans are being made to ensure that food supplies will 
still flow in the event of a ‘no-deal’ Brexit.  

● The Department of trade is consulting on future trade deals with the USA, Australia, New Zealand and the 
11 countries of the CPTPP trans-pacific partnership, which includes Japan, Canada and Mexico.  

● Parliamentary committees have asked the Government for more reassurances that food safety standards 
will be maintained after Brexit and whether the UK will remain in the EU’s REACH committee that protects 
public health in the use of chemicals.  

● Scotland’s right to pass its own EU Withdrawal Bill is being challenged by the UK Government in the UK 
Supreme Court. Scottish & Welsh ministers have criticised the UK Government for not giving them sight of 
the UK Brexit Policy Paper.  

● The Welsh Government has published a consultation on its post-Brexit agricultural policy, with economic 
resilience and public goods schemes at its heart. Changes are not proposed until at least 2020.  

● Brexit uncertainty is paralyzing the Northern Ireland farming industry, a group of NI farmers told a 
parliamentary committee.  

● Ireland will need to recruit 1,000 customs and veterinary officials to police the Irish border after Brexit, says 
Taoiseach Leo Varadkar.  

● The EU has judged that gene-editing must be subject to the same strict regulations a s genetic modification. 
That stance would be stand in the UK under its Brexit proposals.  

● Farming and food groups have largely welcomed the UK Government’s Brexit proposals, but are warning 
against the prospect of a ‘no-deal’ Brexit and the chaos and damage that it would create on food supplies.  

● Food safety checks and control could be suspended to facilitate Brexit, a new report warns.  
● Non-tariff trade barriers and restricted access to labour could impact on the availability of dairy products 

in the UK, according to a report by LSE Consulting for dairy company Arla.  
● The enhancement of public health must be recognised as a ‘public good’ in the UK’s new agricultural policy, 

says the Royal Society for Public Health.  
● Farmgate prices are expected to increase over coming months because of the drought.  
● Total UK exports and imports continue to break new records.  
● EU immigration has fallen by 43% since the referendum, but non-EU immigration remains high.  

 

 

 

BE FIRST WITH THE LATEST ESSENTIAL NEWS, VIEWS AND ANALYSIS ON HOW BREXIT IS AFFECTING THE FOOD & FARMING 
INDUSTRIES. 12 HIGH VALUE BREXIT FOOD & FARMING BRIEFINGS A YEAR. 

SPECIAL SUBSCRIPTION RATE FOR IAGRM MEMBERS OF JUST £100 A YEAR + VAT. SPECIAL COMPANY SUBSCRIPTION RATE 
OF £500 + VAT A YEAR. 

CONTACT BREXIT FOOD & FARMING NOW FOR A FREE FIRST ISSUE TRIAL. 
EMAIL cedric@supplyintelligence.co.uk 

SEE www.brexitfoodandfarming.com TO DOWNLOAD A PAST ISSUE 
OR CALL 01892 543444 

mailto:cedric@supplyintelligence.co.uk
http://www.brexitfoodandfarming.com/
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Days since referendum vote: 769. Days to Brexit Day:240. 
Days to end of proposed transition: 884 (To & from 1 August 2018) 

 

Brexit Policy Paper 
July was a key month in the Brexit process, with the Government publishing its Policy Paper on the future 
relationship between the UK & EU. The paper was finalised by the Prime Minister Theresa May and her ministers 
at the now infamous Chequers meeting. After reflecting on its contents, Brexit Secretary of State David Davis and 
Foreign Secretary Boris Johnson resigned, saying that it would not deliver the independence from the EU they 
desired. Another eight ministers followed them. 
 
At the heart of the policy paper is an economic partnership, that proposes continued freedom of movement of 
goods, but no free movement of people and no annual contribution to the EU. The details of the proposed economic 
partnership are below: 

• A common rulebook for goods including agri-food, covering only those rules necessary to provide for 
frictionless trade at the border – meaning that the UK would make an upfront choice to commit by treaty 
to ongoing harmonisation with the relevant EU rules, with all those rules legislated for by Parliament or the 
devolved legislatures;  

• Participation by the UK in those EU agencies that provide authorisations for goods in highly regulated 
sectors – namely the European Chemicals Agency, the European Aviation Safety Agency, and the European 
Medicines Agency – accepting the rules of these agencies and contributing to their costs, under new 
arrangements that recognise the UK will not be a Member State;  

• The phased introduction of a new Facilitated Customs Arrangement that would remove the need for 
customs checks and controls between the UK and the EU as if they were a combined customs territory, 
which would enable the UK to control its own tariffs for trade with the rest of the world and ensure 
businesses paid the right or no tariff, becoming operational in stages as both sides complete the necessary 
preparations; 

• In combination with no tariffs on any goods, these arrangements would avoid any new friction at the 
border, and protect the integrated supply chains that span the UK and the EU, safeguarding the jobs and 
livelihoods they support;  

• New arrangements on services and digital, providing regulatory freedom where it matters most for the UK’s 
services-based economy, and so ensuring the UK is best placed to capitalise on the industries of the future 
in line with the modern Industrial Strategy, while recognising that the UK and the EU will not have current 
levels of access to each other’s markets;  

• New economic and regulatory arrangements for financial services, preserving the mutual benefits of 
integrated markets and protecting financial stability while respecting the right of the UK and the EU to 
control access to their own markets – noting that these arrangements will not replicate the EU’s passporting 
regimes; The future relationship between the United Kingdom and the European Union; 

• Continued cooperation on energy and transport – preserving the Single Electricity Market in Northern 
Ireland and Ireland, seeking broad cooperation on energy, developing an air transport agreement, and 
exploring reciprocal arrangements for road hauliers and passenger transport operators;  

• A new framework that respects the UK’s control of its borders and enables UK and EU citizens to continue 
to travel to each other’s countries, and businesses and professionals to provide services – in line with the 
arrangements that the UK might want to offer to other close trading partners in the future; and  

• In light of the depth of this partnership, binding provisions that guarantee an open and fair-trading 
environment – committing to apply a common rulebook for state aid, establishing cooperative 
arrangements between regulators on competition, and agreeing to maintain high standards through non-
regression provisions in areas including the environment and employment rules, in keeping with the UK’s 
strong domestic commitments. 

 
The paper also proposes co-operation on security matters and for accords that will allow UK scientists and 
researchers to continue to work with EU organisations.   
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Brexit Food & Farming 
 

Brexit Food & Farming is compiled by Cedric Porter, managing director of Supply Intelligence Ltd. It provides food 
chain information and support for a range of clients. Cedric is also co-editor of World Potato Markets – 
www.worldpotatomarkets.com, a Trustee of Linking Environment And Farming (LEAF and a non-executive director 
of a Norfolk farming company. 
 
 
 

___________________________________________________________ 
 

ALL YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT HOW BREXIT IS IMPACTING 
ON THE FOOD & FARMING INDUSTRIES 

• Monthly political & market developments including unique Brexit Index 

• Brexit Barometer: An in-depth look at a hot Brexit topic 

• Brexit Watch: latest development in key Brexit areas 

• Brexit Policy: latest UK, Devolved countries, EU and world developments 

• Brexit Opinion: reactions from organisations, companies, institutes & individuals 

• Brexit Output: latest UK production of key food commodities 

• Brexit Price & Costs: prices and costs of major outputs and inputs 

• Brexit Trade: UK exports and imports of main food products 

• Brexit Economy: how Brexit is impacting on UK economic performance 
 

SECURE YOUR COPY OF BREXIT FOOD & FARMING TODAY 
Email cedric@supplyintelligence.co.uk, call 0044 1892 543444 or see 

www.brexitfoodandfarming.com 

Please send me more details  

Name:………………………………………………………………..............Company: .................................................................... 

Address: …………………………………………………………………………................................................................................ 

Country:……………………………………………………………………………Postcode/zipcode:…………………………………………........... 

Telephone:....................................................Email:............................................................................................. 
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