ANIMAL FEED HYGIENE FOR FARMERS
The EC Feed Hygiene Regulation (183/2005) will apply to virtually all feed business from 1 January 2008.  This includes livestock farms producing animals and animal products for human consumption and arable farms growing and selling crops for feed.  Fish farms also come within the scope of the legislation.

The purpose of this measure is to ensure that animal feed is produced and used safely and can be traced in the event of a food/feed safety incident.

It is complementary to the standards that apply to the primary production of food that are set out in the food hygiene regulations and it is expected that many farmers will already be meeting the requirements through membership of assurance schemes or through their own existing good practices on farm.

What do farmers need to do to comply with the requirements?

Farmers, as primary producers, will have to follow basic hygiene procedures in relation to the feed they grow and/or use and ensure that hazards are properly controlled.  There are some additional requirements that apply to farms that buy-in additives and premixture products and add them directly to feeds.

Compliance Statements

Many farmers will have to make a statement to their local authority by 1 January 2008 to confirm that they comply with the requirements of the Regulation.  The Food Standards Agency has drawn up a simple template which if completed fulfils the legal requirement for feed businesses to make such a compliance statement.

Farms already approved or registered with their local authority under the Feeding Stuffs (Establishments and Intermediaries) Regulations 1999 (which implemented Directive 95/69/EC) will not have to make a compliance statement.  These are farms which mix compound feeds containing additives or buy-in additives/premixtures and add them directly to feeds.  The Feed Hygiene Regulation applied to these farms from 1 January 2006.

Where to find more information

Further guidance and a copy of the compliance statement template can be found on the Agency’s website at:

http://www.food.gov.uk/multimedia/pdfs/article18farmersguide.pdf 

A full copy of Regulation 183/2005 can be downloaded from the link below:

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/site/en/oj/2005/1_035/1_03520050208en0001002.pdf   
