The updated ‘CoGAP’, Protecting our Water, Soil and Air: A Code of Good Agricultural Practice for farmers, growers and land managers, is available free of charge: 
-For download in pdf format from www.defra.gov.uk/farm/environment/cogap/index.htm
-In hard copy (ISBN 9780112432845) from The Stationery Office, PO Box 29, Norwich, NR3 1GN.  Telephone number: 0870 600 5522
The Stationery Office are now sending out hard copies of the publication to those that have already requested it.
Background
The CoGAP consolidates and updates the former three separate codes for water, soil and air.  The publication offers practical interpretation of legislation and provides good advice on best practice; ‘good agricultural practice’ means a practice that minimises the risk of causing pollution while protecting natural resources and allowing economic agriculture to continue.  It has been written by technical specialists from Defra and Natural England. 
All farm staff and contractors on the farm who handle, store, use, spread or dispose of any substances that could pollute water, soil or air should be aware of their responsibilities and know about the causes and results of pollution. They should know how and when to operate and maintain the equipment they use, and know what to do in an emergency.  The CoGAP provides an important point of reference, based around the main operations that farmers, growers and land managers might undertake: the advice covers activities carried out in the field, but also management plans, farm infrastructure and waste management.  
A consultation on the draft of The CoGAP was launched in August 2007 in conjunction with consultations on the Nitrates Directive and diffuse sources of pollution. This consultation has now closed and a summary of consultation responses (PDF 157 KB), and the Government response to the consultation are available. The CoGAP covers England only; Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland offer codes for their own territories.
Advice in The CoGAP is appropriate for all farming systems.  However, the advice does not override the legal requirement for certified organic producers to comply with the Compendium of UK Organic Standards and any extra requirements of their chosen Certification Body.
Certain sections of The CoGAP form a Statutory Code under the Water Resources Act 1991. This means that if the advice set out in The CoGAP on avoiding water pollution is not followed, it will not be an offence, but it could be taken into account in any legal action.
The CoGAP is not a compliance document. However, Environment Agency inspectors use The CoGAP document to inform farm inspections and farmer compliance with a wide range of regulations covering air, water and soil. They also take into account The CoGAP when considering any enforcement action on farm.
