ACCS Oilseed Crushing Module Recognised
With increasing interest amongst oilseed growers to install cold crushing equipment on-farm comes the question of how to utilise the by-product meal.  This is potentially a valuable animal feed material but to meet legal and customer requirements food safety certification is essential before any feed material will be accepted.

To provide this certification in the most efficient way AIC has worked with Assured Food Standards (AFS) to develop a new Cold-crush Oilseed Meal Scheme (COMS).  Recognising that all farmers operating cold-crush equipment should already be participating in crops assurance the new scheme is designed to be inspected at the same time as the annual crops inspection. The COMS scheme started from 1 October 2007.  

David Clarke, Chief Executive of AFS said “The safety of livestock feed has always been an important element of livestock assurance and the new COMS scheme will provide robust certification without the need for a completely separate inspection.  This is another example of our quest to improve efficiency and reduce the inspection burden on farmers.”

John Kelley of the Agricultural Industries Confederation added “We have worked closely with AFS in the development of this standard and are pleased to support the introduction of new sources of safe feed materials into the UK feed chain.”

Producers who want to take advantage of this new opportunity are advised to contact one of the certification bodies and request an information pack.

For more information on the oilseed meal standards or for a copy contact Liz Kerrigan on 01932 589 800 or see the ACCS website at www.assuredcrops.co.uk 

